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CMA DIRECTOR LECTURES ON 
BYZANTINE SPLENDORS: The Golden Mosaics of Ravenna 

CLEVELAND — For more than a thousand years, the gleaming mosaics of Ravenna, Italy, 
have adorned the walls of early Christian basilicas, baptistries and tombs, miraculously 
surviving generations of religious turmoil. These brilliant works of art and their venerated 
surroundings are the focus of the Cleveland Museum of Art's 1999 Art Travels Lecture 
Series, BYZANTINE SPLENDORS: The Golden Mosaics of Ravenna, on three Wednesday 
evenings, Jan. 6, 13, and 20. CMA Director Robert P. Bergman's lectures will focus on these 
sites; The Mausoleum of Galla Placidia, Sant' Apollinare Nuovo (Jan. 6); Sant' Apollinare 
Nuovo (conclusion), Sant' Apollinare in Classe (Jan. 13); and San Vitale (Jan. 20). All 
lectures begin at 6:45 p.m. in CMA's Gartner Auditorium. 

"Ravenna is the mosaic capital of the world, with no fewer than six major 5th- and 
6th-century buildings decorated with gorgeous mosaic programs," said Dr. Bergman, who has 
guided standing-room-only audiences on fascinating armchair journeys to monuments 
throughout Europe. 

Located about 80 miles south of Venice on Italy's eastern coast, Ravenna was long 
die site of political and religious unrest. Its great monuments and mosaics reflect its 
succession of Roman, Gothic and Byzantine rulers. At the beginning of the 5th century, 
Ravenna served as the capital of the Roman Empire. In 493, Theodoric, King of the 
Ostrogoths, took control of the city and commissioned the building of Sant’ Apollinare 
Nuovo. The large church was built with both traditional Italian and Byzantine architectural 
features, and its interior is decorated with a series of sumptuous mosaics. 

Later, in the 6th century, Ravenna was overtaken by Byzantine Emperor Justinian. It 
was during his reign that San Vitale, the city's most important Byzantine church, was built 
This large, domed octagonal church resembled those built in the Byzantine capital of 
Constantinople (now Istanbul). Inside, the church's sanctuary is decorated with a beautiful 
mosaic program commissioned by Justinian. Stretching across the apse is a shimmering 
mosaic mural of Christ seated on a blue sphere, flanked by angels and saints Vitalis and 


11150 EAST BOULEVARD, CLEVELAND, OHIO 44106-1797 

TEL 216-421-7340 TDD 216-421-0018 FAX 216-421-0411 (l^Ore. . .) 



cma/lecture series— 2 


Ecclesius. Two of the most well-known mosaic murals in the world are those of Justinian and 
his wife, Theodora, depicted in regal splendor with their retinue. 

Series tickets are $60 ($30 for museum members) and are available at the CMA 
Membership and Ticket Center or by calling (216) 421-7350 or toll-free 1-888-CMA-0033. 
Based on availability, tickets for individual lectures are $25 ($15 for museum members) and 
will be sold at the ticket center on the day of the lecture. Series ticket-holders have seating 
priority. 

A biography on Dr. Bergman is enclosed. 



